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In China, the college entrance examination which has been regarded as "the 
fairest thing" and the main way for common people to change their fate is the exam 
causing most controversial disputes. Undoubtedly, among all the subjects of the exam, 
English is the one people criticize most. Some people think that English should be 
cast out from the college entrance examination. While, some insist that English is a 
tool needed by every person in twenty-first Century. It is hard for a subject to have so 
much contradiction between love and hate. Is the English college entrance 
examination an “examination cancer", or a commodity in English Hegemony era? 
Why and how does "altar" status of English in college entrance examination form? 
Should English college entrance examination be responsible for the weakness existing 
in Today’s middle school English education? The English college entrance 
examination should be eradicated, or we should find out the problems and improve it? 
All these questions need us to pay attention to and study calmly, objectively and 
rationally. We should find answers and explanations to these questions. 
Based on the principles of combining history and present situation, theory with 
practice, from three aspects of the history, the present situation and the future reform, 
this article launched a comprehensive and systematic research on NMET（National 
Matriculation English Test）. Starting with the establishment of English education 
in China’s education system and the establishment of the English test in the college 
entrance examination, the dissertation combed the development of English college 
entrance examination in detail and systematically. Using language test theory, the 
article carefully studies the English exam papers and analyzes the characteristics, 
development and reasons of the test in different periods. 
With the attitude of respecting facts, on the one hand, the dissertation affirms the 
great contribution made by the English college entrance examination on promoting  
English education in middle school in our country , on the other hand, it analyzes the 














root of defects 
 Having a comparison between English college entrance examination and CET4, 
PETS, TOEFL, IELTS and other large-scale English tests, the article has a 
comparative study on English course of NMET, and proposed that English college 
entrance examination should cancel the language knowledge test, adopting "practical 
test approach". The test should increase the proportion of subjective questions, and 
balance the reliability and validity of the test, reducing the negative impact on English 
Teaching in middle schools. The study puts forward specific design of the 
examination reform and corresponding reasons in detail 
Today, many people called for reducing the weight of English college entrance 
examination, and even want to cast it out from NMET. This study makes a rational 
answer to these questions. English college entrance examination’s position should be 
decided by each major and college, according to the actual need of talent- training. To 
achieve this goal, we need reform University English education. 
English is regarded as a breakthrough of NMET’s socialization reformation. This 
study holds the view that the reform should focus on solving the following issues: 
First, the candidates as independent individuals enter for an examination by 
themselves; Second, we should scientifically arrange the examinations chances and 
lay down the grades’ validity of time limit; Finally, how colleges and university use 
English grades according to their real need. The paper makes a deep study on these 
problems and gives the detailed, workable suggestions for reform. 
In order to get real thoughts from various sides, the author interviewed many 
teachers in senior high schools and in colleges and universities, experts and scholars. 
Many feasible suggestions are derived or inspired from their ideas.  
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绪  论 
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绪  论 
一、研究的缘起 
高考，即高等学校招生入学考试，迄今仍是我国影响 大，涉及面 广，
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背景和工作经历。笔者自 1998 年英语本科毕业后开始从事英语教学，从 1998 到
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